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Berkshire West
Primary Care Musculoskeletal

Physiotherapy Services

Finger Pain

Understanding and Managing Finger Pain

Finger pain is a common issue that can affect people of all ages, impacting daily
activities such as typing, gripping, writing, or even basic tasks like opening a jar. The
discomfort can range from mild irritation to severe, debilitating pain. Identifying the
cause of finger pain is essential for proper management and treatment.

Common Causes of Finger Pain:

1. Arthritis: Osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis are leading causes of finger
pain, especially in older adults. Osteoarthritis occurs when the cartilage that
cushions joints wears down, leading to stiffness, pain, and swelling. Rheumatoid
arthritis, an autoimmune condition, causes inflammation of the joints, leading to
similar symptoms.



Carpal Tunnel Syndrome: This occurs when the median nerve in the wrist is
compressed. It can cause pain, tingling, or numbness in the fingers, particularly
the thumb, index, and middle fingers. Carpal tunnel syndrome is often
associated with repetitive movements, such as typing or using a mouse for
extended periods.

Tendonitis: Inflammation of the tendons in the fingers can lead to pain,
especially with movement. This is often seen in individuals who perform
repetitive activities, such as manual labor or sports that involve gripping.

Trigger Finger: This occurs when the finger gets stuck in a bent position due to
inflammation or thickening of the tendons. It can cause pain and a popping or
clicking sensation when trying to straighten the finger.

Injuries: Fractures, dislocations, or sprains can result in finger pain. Even minor
trauma, such as jamming a finger, can cause lingering discomfort and stiffness.

Symptoms of Finger Pain:

Stiffness in the joints
Swelling or redness

Tingling or numbness
Clicking or popping sensation
Difficulty gripping objects

Pain that worsens with activity or movement

Treatment Options:

1.

Rest and Immobilization: Giving the affected finger time to rest can help reduce
inflammation. Using splints or braces to immobilize the finger can prevent
further strain.

Ice and Heat Therapy: Applying ice to the affected area can help reduce
swelling, while heat therapy can improve blood circulation and relax stiff
muscles or joints.

Pain Relievers: Over-the-counter medications like ibuprofen or acetaminophen
can help manage pain and reduce inflammation.

Physical Therapy: A therapist can guide you through exercises to strengthen the
muscles and improve joint flexibility, which can alleviate pain over time.

Corticosteroid Injections: For more severe cases, corticosteroid injections may
help reduce inflammation in the affected joints or tendons



6. Surgery: In cases of severe injury, arthritis, or conditions like trigger finger,
surgical intervention may be necessary to restore function and relieve pain.
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Prevention Tips:
o Take breaks during repetitive activities.
e Practice good ergonomics when typing or using tools.
e Stretch and strengthen hand and finger muscles regularly.
e Wear protective gear when engaging in activities that may cause injury.

By understanding the underlying causes and taking proactive steps, finger pain can be
managed effectively, improving your quality of life and preventing long-term damage. If
symptoms persist or worsen, seeking medical advice is essential for proper diagnosis

and treatment.



